
 

 

NOTES OF NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN MEETING, PUNCKNOWLE VILLAGE HALL, 14 JUNE 2023 
 
Present:  John Marsh (Chair first part of meeting) 
  Brian Bowsher (Chair second part of meeting) 
  Sally Bowsher 
  Paul Bullen 
  Claire Hart 

Jackie Hunt 
  Fran Marsh  
  Ellen Simon 

Kate Strawbridge 
  Michele Vassar 
 
Apologies were received from 6 people, one of whom (David Swan) expressed an interest in 
being a general member of the group. 
 

1. Background 
This meeting was arranged to follow up on the presentations given about the 
Neighbourhood Plan at the Village Hall on 13th May 2023, as described in the leaflet 
subsequently distributed to the community. The main purpose of the meeting was to agree 
the way forward, specifically to establish a Steering Group that would manage the 
development of the Neighbourhood Plan and report to the Parish Council. 
 

2. Meeting Management and Appointment of Steering Group 
John, as a Parish Councillor, chaired this part of the discussions. Time was given to allow 
everyone to read the Terms of Reference (ToR) for the Group, as agreed by the Parish 
Council at its meeting on 4th October 2022. 
 
Following discussion, there was a consensus for the following appointments: 
 
Chair:   Brian Bowsher 
Village Leads  
- Puncknowle:  Paul Bullen, Jackie Hunt, Kate Strawbridge 
- Swyre:  Sally Bowsher, Claire Hart 
- West Bexington: Fran Marsh, Ellen Simon, Michele Vassar 
 
Both Kate Strawbridge and Paul Bullen expressed interest in the Vice-Chair role. Brian felt 
that both had a great deal to offer and would progress with them to agree by the next 
meeting. The administrative support role identified in the ToR was not filled. This was felt to 
be a significant commitment and may benefit from separating the publicity role. Many 
people felt that a Programme/Project Manager role was also needed, as was a Data 
Manager (for which Claire was well qualified). These roles however, were not specified in the 
current ToR. Brian undertook to review the group arrangements and potential changes to 
the ToR with Paul and Kate and report to the next meeting (Action: Brian). It was also 
stressed that membership of the Group would be flexible, with new members welcome and 
the recognition that some people would only be involved for specific activities.  
 



 

 

3. Future Work Programme 
Brian chaired this part of the meeting and emphasised the need for continuing active 
engagement with the community. He envisaged three potential ad-hoc groups to aid this 
interaction: Community Liaison Group (covering existing groups such as the Village Hall 
Committee, Patient Participation Group, Allotment Society, Churches, etc.), a Younger 
Persons Forum (to aid engagement with all demographics) and a Business Group (to cover 
major landowners and businesses in the area).  
 
The following points were made in discussion: 

• In recognition of the advisory role of the Group, there was no requirement for 
members to sign the Code of Conduct required of Parish Councillors. However, in line 
with the Nolan principles, openness and treating all participants with respect with 
good meeting behaviours were vital for the success of the Group. 

• Members should start to consider the priorities for the Neighbourhood Plan, key 
activities and our Road Map. 

• Other Neighbourhood Plans may trigger ideas and the following were suggested: 
Askerswell1, Cerne Abbas2, Stinsford3 and Tattenhill and Rangemore4.  

• It was also suggested that it would be good to find examples of where a 
Neighbourhood Plan had made a significant difference in local planning. 

• Early engagement with Philip Reese (Dorset Council) should aid in helping to progress 
the Plan. 

• Publicity was important and there was recognition that the current web site was 
limited and little used. An update would be given at the next meeting (Action: Brian). 

• These notes of the meeting – once agreed – would be shared with Parish Councillors 
for their next meeting on 4th July. (Action: Sally) 

• Brian requested all members of the Steering Group to send him photos of 
themselves – preferably fun and memorable ones – which, once agreed, would be 
used to promote the work of the Steering Group 

 
4. Future Meetings 

The next meeting will be held at the Manor House, West Bexington on 19th July at 7pm 
(thanks to Michele for confirming and publicising in BVN). 
 
Future meetings would be open to all to attend generally be held on the third Wednesday of 
the month so as to interface effectively with those of the Parish Council. These would 
generally alternate between the Village Hall and The Manor. 
 
Brian Bowsher           29 June 2023 

                                                       
1 https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/35024/296604/Appendix+A+-
+Askerswell_NP_Referendum.pdf/53127b38-7a57-c2ef-8a92-542a562d7368 
2 https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/35024/281360/Plan+as+modified.pdf/d8b7b36b-aaa7-7cf4-
cb1f9cb3231c54d2#:~:text=Land%20owned%20by%20Dorset%20County,existing%20which%20will%20be%20p
rotected 
3 https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/35024/2291552/SNP+220223+referendum+-
+Final.pdf/758bc30c-45b7-fa66-ee23-e5016318448a 
4https://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/docs/planning/planningpolicy/neighplanning/tatenhill/Re
vised%20TPNDP%20-%20final.pdf 


