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Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group meeting 25 October 2023 
 
Present: Brian Bowsher, Sally Bowsher, Paul Bullen, Claire Hart, Jackie Hunt, Fran Marsh, Dave 
Swan, Michèle Vassar 

1. Apologies: Ellen Simon, Kate Strawbridge 
 

2. No members of the public attended. 
 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 20 September 2023 were agreed as a true record. In order 
to publish the Minutes more promptly it was agreed that they would be circulated for 
approval from SG members by email (with deadline) in future. It was also agreed that those 
on the mailing list should receive a link to the Minutes on the PC website.  

Action: MV to produce minutes and BB to send final draft to Dianne for the 
website. 
 

4. Brian welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their hard work since the 
last one.  

 
5. Governance Brian had attended the PC meeting on 3 October and given the members the 

dates of the forthcoming village drop in sessions, asking them to attend if possible.  
 
Brian reported that the referendum for Chesil Bank NP had recently been held and was 
passed by 72.5% but with a turnout of just under 20% of residents. This is not uncommon. 
It was agreed to set up a meeting with the Chesil Bank SG to obtain their feedback.  

Action: BB 
 

Brian also had another helpful conversation with Harry Coutts of Askerswell NP on 27 
September and had circulated his notes.     
 
Jackie has had contact with both Nick Cardnell and Philip Reese at Dorset Council and had 
received very different responses on the support DC can offer. Where Nick Cardnell had 
said that DC could supply maps Philip Reese had said they could only offer limited support. 
Paul has written to Geoff Fry (PC chair) asking him for permission to contact Councillor 
Mark Roberts for assistance. This was agreed, but no response to date from Cllr Roberts. 
 

6. Finance Sally apologised for the late circulation of the Finance Working Group (FWG) 
minutes. She explained that there are two main sources of funding for NP: Locality and the 
PC and both work to a financial year. The main expenditure will be on consultant fees and 
the SG need to make an application to Locality asap to request a grant for the 2023/24 
financial year. But to do this a consultant has to be appointed. The draft invitation to 
consultants to submit proposals and the covering letter were approved by the SG. It was 
agreed that the FWG should look to select candidates at their meeting on 27 October at 
2pm and SG members need to send Sally their 1,2,3 choices of consultant from the list 
provided by DC plus any other suggestions before then. Consultants chosen will then be 
asked to an interview possibly at the next SG meeting on 15 November. In this event, the 
SG meeting may be held on 8 November (currently booked for CEWG)- at the moment 
both PVH and the Manor are booked for the 15th – interviews would ideally be held at PVH. 
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Both Locality and the PC may also cover some admin expenses. The PC have agreed to 
support the NP and the SG need to give them an indicative budget. Sally has totalled costs 
at £342 for 23/24.  
 Urgent Action: All SG members to respond re. consultants by 27 Oct. 
 Action:  SB to contact Ellen and Kate to ask for their views on consultants.  
                SB to prepare a paper of expenses for the PC and circulate to SG. 

               SB to contact Geoff Fry and ask that the NP costs be discussed at the PC            
Finance meeting and not the main council meeting. 

 
On the Locality finance application form there are 4 questions that the FWG are unclear 
how best to answer. After some debate it was agreed to ask Locality, and potentially other 
neighbouring parishes, for clarification.  

 Action: SB to ask for clarity on Q1,2 and 3. 
 

7. Community Engagement Jackie reported that from forms returned by village groups 
already contacted some new topics of interest had emerged such as the peace and quiet of 
the village, dark skies and an interest in renewable energy. It was agreed all possible 
groups to be contacted.  
 
Drop in sessions – Jackie stressed that for our evidence base it is critical to get numbers 
attending and as a minimum names and which village they live in, but if possible, an 
address and email contact as well. Comments from residents need to be recorded as this is 
essential for evidence gathering and a major part of deciding the way forward. It would 
also be good to find out if anyone attending has the skills we are short of or whether they 
run a business. Fran has produced a template to use for recording this information and a 
list of all properties in West Bexington to record delivery of the newsletter. Brian showed 
some A4 maps from Dorset Explorer and will get A2 copies for the forums.  
 
There was a discussion about whether the approach to local businesses should be 
different. Brian suggested that he make an initial approach to the three largest landowners 
in the parish – Manor Farm Swyre, Puncknowle Manor and Tamarisk Farm. There was 
some concern from SG members about the way forward. Sally said that it was important to 
keep landowners and businesses updated about the NP to avoid causing concern. There 
was also debate as to what exactly a ‘businesses’ included – holiday lets for example?- 
although the need to capture all businesses in the neighbourhood was recognised. 
 
Jackie shared an overview of the web page meeting. More detail to follow at the next 
meeting. 
      Action: BB to produce a revised approach to businesses. 

Action: All to note at drop in sessions anyone with skills we need or running a       
business. 

 
8. Programme plan Paul noted that there needs to be a more efficient means of 

communication between SG members and suggested setting up a group email – agreed. All 
members agreed to the ‘3 Villages’ title for the NP and the strapline “Your Vision, Our 
Future”. Paul updated the issues list and gave some figures from the housing spreadsheet, 
now partially complete. He also said that he’d approached William Slatcher who has 
experience in surveying and mapping to assist the SG on specific tasks.  

Action: PB to set up group mail. 
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9. Mapping There was quite a long discussion about mapping – how important it is to have 

decent maps to use as baseline evidence and to use in forums and how to obtain good 
quality maps. Jackie and Michèle had produced a list of the maps they felt were needed 
urgently to begin gathering and plotting evidence about the parish. Jackie’s approach to DC 
had not produced anything helpful. There were differing views on the urgency of getting 
maps as a first step to gathering evidence about our villages. Brian suggested using the 
consultant and others thought approaching William Slatcher might be helpful. Jackie and 
others felt that DC had an obligation to support the NP and should be approached again to 
fulfil these obligations – maps being something they can produce and had done for other 
groups. There was no clear conclusion reached but Brian asked Jackie and Michèle to see 
what could be done. 

Action: JH and MV to further investigate.  
Action: BB to provide maps for the forums. 

At this point, as the discussions had already over-run, it was agreed to finish the meeting, 
noting that all the outstanding actions from the previous meeting had been done. 

 
10. AOB Michèle asked Claire if she was able to publicise the drop in sessions on Facebook as 

she had done for the earlier public event.   
Action: CH to advertise forums on Facebook 

 
The meeting closed at 9.40. 

  
 
 


