
Steering Group – Follow up meeting to conclude Neighbourhood Plan Contents 
29th August 2024 – 18:00 – 20:30 

Village Hall - Puncknowle 
 
Attend: Brian Bowsher (BB), Sally Bowsher (SB), Jackie Hunt (JH), Michèle Vassar (MV), 
Tim Ackland (TA) & Paul Bullen (PB) 
 
Apologies: Ellen Simons 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Note:  
 
The purpose of the meeting was to establish a first draft of SG content headings and 
subheadings for the NP.  
 
The minutes from this meeting are limited to key points and the completion of the NP 
contents page, the primary output from the meeting.  
 
Points of reference: Amy Burnett ‘SG Actions by Theme and Plan Section,’ BB, JH, MV 
draft content headings (emails). 
 
SB added that agreement with Amy was the priority, and she saw policies as ranging 
from aspirational through to more detailed, whilst accepting that guidance for the PC 
needed to be clear. 
 
Agreed content page 1-12, agreed 20:00 hrs 29th August 2024 as follows (excluding 
appendices). 
 
1. Introduction 
• The NP area 
• How the NP was developed and how long it will last - inc Vital Villages 
• The Planning context – sustainability climate change & local plan 
• A definition of development 

2. A portrait of our Parish 
• The 3 Villages  
• History of each village 
• Population and key statistics  
• Environment and biodiversity  
• Heritage 
• Business & economy 

3. Vision & Objectives  
4. Engagement with the Community 
• Survey/Events and Outcomes 

5. Environment and Biodiversity 
• Landscape 

- Landscape Character  



- Landscape Features  
- Green Infrastructure  
- Local Green Spaces  
- Important Local Views  
- Dark Skies 

• Biodiversity  
- Local Habitats and Management  
- Wildlife Interest and Biodiversity in the parish 
- Continuity and Change  
- Green Infrastructure for biodiversity  
- Local valued species and habitats  

• Farming  
- Farming and Change of Use  
- Redundant Farm Buildings  

6. Heritage 
• Heritage  
- Village Character  
- Heritage Assets 
- Measures needed to protect heritage assets  
- List of references and sources 

7. Business and economy 
8. Housing 
9. Community assets 
10. Infrastructure 

• Flooding & water management. 
• Energy 
• Transport, traffic and parking. 

- Planned highway upgrades  
- Car Parking availability 
- Public Transport  
- Public Rights of way 
- Cycle Routes   
- Road Safety 

• Connectivity 
 

11. SEA Habitat Regulations 
12. Design guidance 
 
 
The following points in the context of the content headings and subheadings were 
discussed and agreed: 
 

a) The blue headings are produced through evidence and will take priority over the 
black headings (1-4), which will follow once the evidence has been completed. 



b) JH would progress discussions with Locality re AECOM Design Guidance and 
Codes. It was agreed, after further discussions with LPA (unable to supply in 
house guidance) that AECOM should undertake the work, but more needed to be 
understood about SG involvement. Whilst there was a concern about scope and 
scale of AECOM’s work – it was recognised that Chesil Bank NP addressed this 
with a summary of the work. 

c) Policy would be addressed in the subject heading narrative. 
d) Whilst previously mentioned by SG members – it was agreed that in principle the 

NP would be a concise document. 
e) Business and the Economy hadn’t been included in two of the draft content 

samples. The meeting agreed that it was needed – the evidence group would 
discuss and update. 

f) Evidence ‘Subheadings’ sourced from Topic Outline documents. 
g) Housing needed to be progressed – it was agreed that the starting point would be 

a Housing Needs Survey – a stand-alone survey conducted by DC – it was agreed 
PB would progress with Jackie Cuff.  

h) Broadband was mentioned in the community feedback – the evidence group 
would look at how this might be included. 

i) Evidence group will review flooding/water management/energy work undertaken 
to date. 

 
Next Steps:  
 
Meeting with Amy Burnett (Consultant) to: 
 

a) Gain greater understanding of SG and AB approach to the evidence. 
b) Address the questions raised and give feedback on her slides – SG Actions by 

Theme and Plan Sections. 
c) Present the SG approach and NP content.  

 
PB: Contact Amy to agree date and time for meeting. 
 
Evidence Group to establish content owners, tasks and timeline. 
 
The meeting ended at 20:15. 
 
 


