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Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group meeting held on 23 January 2025 at Puncknowle 
Village Hall 
 
Present: Brian Bowsher (Chair), Sally Bowsher, Paul Bullen, Jackie Hunt, Michèle Vassar, Lynn 
Stainton. 
Apologies: Ellen Simon 
 

1. Minutes of the meeting held on 18 December 2024 were agreed as a true record.  
 

2. Finance – a revised bid was submitted to the PC. It was agreed to disband the Finance 
Working Group as of 23 January 2025. BB to continue his liaison role with Locality 
regarding grant funding. As Parish Clerk SB to liaise on finance issues between the PC (who 
receive Locality funding) and the SG. Both to report to the SG/PC as appropriate. There was 
some confusion over what proportion of the grant remained to spend before the end of 
the financial year, particularly on consultancy and it was agreed SB to provide a spending 
breakdown to clarify.  
 

3. Programme review 
See attached notes and actions by PB from the Programme Narrative section of the 
meeting.  

 
4. Housing Needs Survey 

Jacqui Cuff is contacting the fifteen people who may be able to offer additional information 
and is finalising her report.  

 
5. Community Engagement Working Group 

Following the resignation of Tim Ackland it was agreed to disband the CEWG as of 23 
January 2025. All community engagement will be managed through SG meetings with 
special projects for the larger events such as the Community Survey and Design Codes 
presentation.  

 
6. Youth engagement 

BB would follow up Tim Ackland’s initial contact with Nikki Northover to explore a youth 
engagement activity and possible youth survey. 

 
7. Community Survey 

All SG members to formulate questions for the Community Survey. SB and BB to check if 
funds are available for a launch event to publicise the survey.  

 
8. Philip Reese 

All SG members to formulate questions for a meeting with Philip Reese sometime in 
February.  
 

9. Dorset Council future planning 
BB had advertised a session by DAPTC to look at planning on 4 March. He planned to 
attend along with Fran Marsh. PB also said he would attend and SB will confirm the 
booking.  
 

The meeting ended at 9.20pm 


