Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group meeting held on 24 April 2025 at Puncknowle Village
Hall

Present: Brian Bowsher (Chair), Sally Bowsher, Paul Bullen, Jackie Hunt, Michele Vassar.
Apologies: Ellen Simon

Jacqui Cuff of Dorset Community Action attended for the first part of the meeting to discuss the
final draft of the Housing Needs Survey.

A. The chair of the Parish Council had queried the percentage of respondents to the survey,
given as 54%. The report needs to state that the methodology for the number of
respondents is a standard measure used by Dorset Council. There were some out of parish
respondents so this needs clarification.

B. Amendments to first sentence of the Introduction as follows: “. . .Housing Needs Survey to
investigate the current housing situation and identify any need or support for affordable
housing in the Parish”. Also the report was commissioned by the Parish Council supported
by the NP steering group so the first part of the sentence needs amending.

C. Dorset Council gives the second home percentage as 19% but BB and PB have calculated a
higher figure so this needs to be clarified and agreed.

D. JChas combined 1 and 2 person households but can separate these figures.

We need to be clear on what the Housing Tenure Options are. JC was asked to include

definitions for ‘rural exception site’ and ‘site assessment’ for those who may not be

familiar with these terms.
F. The list of suggested locations includes some errors: clay lake should read Clay Lane, Hams
Farm should read Home Farm and Rotary Way should read Rectory Lane.

JC reported that at a meeting to discuss the Dorset Local Plan development boundaries maybe

removed altogether and instead building on the outskirts of villages allowed. Consultation on the

DLP will be in June.

m

PB requested that the revised HNS be available for the next PC meeting on 6 May.

JC left the meeting at 8.30.

1. Minutes of the meeting held on 27 March 2025 were agreed as a true record.
2. Finance —update from SB that she has repaid the £871 unspent grant from Locality. BB
issued a summary of the expenditure so far and a budget proposal. JH said that we need a

firm quotation from AB for the cost of writing a draft plan as discussed.

3. It was agreed that further work by AECOM on the Design Guide should be deferred until
draft policies have been agreed by the SG and AB.

4. The event at The Crown on 5 May to be set up by BB and PB. JH and MV not available.
5. The youth event will now be on 27 May — BB and MV to assist Nikki Northover.

The meeting ended at 9.20pm.



