
Programme

• Introduction
• Local Groups
• Neighbourhood Plan Update
• Speed Limits
• General Questions



Presentation to Annual Parish Assembly 
29 May 2025



A Reminder: What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

• Neighbourhood planning gives local communities direct power to develop a shared 
vision for their neighbourhood and shape the development and growth of their local 
area.

• Dorset Council (unitary authority) is responsible for facilitating neighbourhood planning 
in the Dorset area through their Local Planning Authority.

• The Parish Council is the qualifying body recognised by Dorset Council that, through 
a group of volunteers (Steering Group), produces the Neighbourhood Plan.

• The Three Villages Neighbourhood Plan (Puncknowle, Swyre & West Bexington) must be 
aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the local area and should provide a 
powerful set of tools for local people to plan for the types of development to meet the 
community’s needs.

• A robust programme of community engagement and proportionate evidence base 
should ensure that the neighbourhood plan is based on a proper understanding of 
the area and the views, aspirations and needs of local people.

- The better the engagement, the better the Plan!
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Key Numbers
2023 2024 2024/25

February: LPA designated 
parish as Neighbourhood 
Area

May: Community Event 
(Housing, Heritage, 
Environment, Business)

June: Steering Group 
established (monthly 
meetings plus WGs)

November: Drop-in 
Sessions in Puncknowle, 
Swyre and West 
Bexington

March: Business Survey   
(56% response) 

April: Drop-in Session on 
Housing and Environment 

October/November:       
Focus Groups Heritage & 
Environment

Nov/Jan: Housing Needs 
Survey (HNS) and 
Community event on 
initial findings

May: Youth event  

• 530 Residents 
and 348 houses

• 40 businesses

• >100 residents 
receive regular 
email updates

Some Highlights



Housing Needs Survey: Key Findings

• Good response (134 from 247 households identified in census – nominally 54% 
[some limitations in data but nonetheless good compared with other surveys]

• Clear support for the principle of affordable housing

If a need is identified, would you support a small development of affordable 
housing for local people in the parishes of Puncknowle, Swyre or West 
Bexington?
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Summary of Housing Need and NP Approach
NP  Approach

• Policies must reflect view of community.
• Support for affordable homes to enable people to 

continue to work and live in area. 
• Little appetite for second homes and new 

development of open-market housing.
• Hence focus of NP policies on development of 

social/affordable housing.
• Next step is to explore potential Call for Sites with 

landowners to meet this specific need.

 

Final report of HNS to be available in June 2025 
(on PC and NP Web sites)

Housing 
Needs 
Survey

Dorset 
Housing 
Register

HNS Outcome: Total Need 21 Houses

Social/Affordable (9) Self Build (3) Discounted/First (2) Market (7)

Social/Affordable (9) Self Build (3) Discount/First (2)

NP Approach: 14 Houses



Outline Structure of Draft Plan

1. Introduction
2. A Portrait of our Parish
3. Vision and Objectives
4. Engagement with the Community
5. Environment and Biodiversity
6. Heritage and Design
7. Business and Economy
8. Development
9. Community Assets
10. Infrastructure
11. SEA Habitat Regulations
12. Design Guide/Code



Timeline

• Late Summer: Community Survey and Call for Sites (Expression of 
Interest)

• Autumn: Draft Plan

• Winter: “Final” Plan

• Late 2025/Early 2026: Public Consultation and pass to Dorset

• Independent Examination

• Referendum

• Spring 2026: Outcome



Your Neighbourhood Plan Needs You!

Please get involved:
• Help the Steering Group as we complete the Evidence 

Base, draft the Design Guide/Code,  prepare the 
Community Survey and start to draft the Plan

• Complete the Community Survey
• Share your feedback!

Thanks to everyone who has supported the 
Neighbourhood Plan.

QUESTIONS?
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