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1. Introduction

Through the Ministry of

Housing, Communities and

Local Government (MHCLG)
Neighbourhood Planning Support
Programme led by Locality,
AECOM was commissioned to
provide design support to the
Parish Council.

As the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) (paragraph 131) notes, '‘good design
is a key aspect of sustainable development,
creates better places in which to live

and work and helps make development
acceptable to communities..

Following an analysis of the Neighbourhood
Area (NA), a set of architectural and

design qualities will be identified. This set
of qualities, combined with good design
practice, will form the design guides that
development within the three villages
should follow in order to comply with this
parish-wide design guides document.

AECOM

1.1 Purpose of this document

This document sets out design guides
based on the existing features of the three
villages. The document is intended to sit
alongside the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) to
provide guidance for applicants preparing
proposals in the NA and as a guide for the
Parish Council and Dorset Council when
considering planning applications.

This document contains a baseline analysis
of each of the villages within the NA in
addition to the outlying settlements.

This then informs the design guides, some
of which are ‘general guidance' to be applied
anywhere throughout the NA. Meanwhile
other guidelines have been prepared for
each village and the outlying settlements to
ensure that the character and individuality is
retained.

Figure 01: Beach at West Bexington.

Figure 02: Holy Trinity Church, Swyre.




1.2 How to use this document

This document will be used differently
by different people in the planning and
development process, see Table 1.

A valuable way guidance can be used is
as part of a process of co-design and
involvement that seeks to understand

and takes account of local preferences
for design quality. As such the guidance
can help to facilitate conversations to help
align expectations, aid understanding, and
identify key local issues.

Design guides alone will not automatically
secure quality design outcomes, but they
will help to prevent poor outcomes by
creating a rigorous process that establishes
expectations for design quality.

AECOM

Potential . _ )
How they will use the design guides

As a guide to the community’'s and the Local Planning Authority's
expectations on design, allowing a degree of certainty —they

will be expected to follow the Guidelines as planning consent is
sought.

Applicants,
developers,
& landowners

As a reference point, embedded in policy, against which to assess
Local planning Planning applications.

authority The guidance should be discussed with applicants during any pre
application discussions.

Puncknowle
and Swyre
Parish Council

As a guide when commenting on planning applications, ensuring
that the guidance is complied with.

Local
community
organisations

As a tool to promote community-backed development and to
inform comments on planning applications.

Table 01: A list of potential users of this documents and how they will apply the design
guides.




1.3 Reading guidance

This Design Guide for the three villages

and the outlying settlements serves as a
practical tool to guide the design of all future
building development within the NA. This is
not a guide where everything is applicable
to the whole NA. Itis intended to ensure that
any new proposals are in keeping with the
individual and features of the villages.

The Design Guide complements and
integrates with broader planning guidance,
particularly the NP.

AECOM




Neighbourhood area
context analysis




2. Neighbourhood area context analysis

Achieving quality development
starts with a comprehensive
understanding of place. Places

have a clear and strong identity and

character. They are a combination
of their physical form, their
activities and their meaning to
people.

This section introduces the
existing baseline, characteristics,
opportunities and constraints

for Puncknowle, Swyre, West
Bexington and the outlying
settlements. It therefore informs
the design guides in chapter 3
ensuring that development is

in keeping with the existing
character and needs of whichever
part of the NA that it is located in.

AECOM

2.1 Context

The Puncknowle and Swyre NA
encompasses three distinct settlements:
Puncknowle, Swyre, and West Bexington,
together forming a largely rural parish in
Dorset.

These villages are complemented by a

scattering of outlying settlements and farms

spread across the countryside, contributing
to the area's dispersed settlement pattern.

Puncknowle, with its historic manor house
and traditional village character, lies Tkm
inland on the southern slopes of the Bride
Valley. Swyre is a smaller linear coastal
village, while West Bexington occupies

a unique coastal position behind Chesil
Beach, blending natural beauty with a

mix of old farmsteads and 20th-century
development. Together, these settlements
and their surrounding rural homes create

a connected yet varied community that
balances historic heritage, agricultural land
use, and coastal landscapes within one NA.

Figure 03: View from the Knoll across the
Jurassic Coast.
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2.2 Identifying and analysing
character areas

Defining the character areas and
establishing what the key features or
distinctive attributes are in each area
helps to determine the appropriate andto
support future development.

For the purposes of this Design Guide, the
NA has been divided into four character
areas. These include three villages, which
are described further and analysed in the
following pages.

Character areas within the parish:
*  Puncknowle

* Swyre

* West Bexington

* Qutlying settlements

AECOM

The following place analysis is focused

on the villages. A less detailed place
analysis has been provided for the outlying
settlements.

For an analysis of the NA wide existing
context please refer to the Puncknowle and
Swyre Neighbourhood Plan.

The following analysis is based on
a desktop study and site visit with
the Puncknowle and Swyre Parish
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.
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2.3 Puncknowle (ND %— @ Historic core
Purjcknowle sits on the side of ’;he north- c gr:’ @ Modern
facing slope of the Bride valley, in the ] ostates
shelter of The Knoll. This setting allows for e
excellent views across the Bride Valley to , Hoopers and
the north. . l: - Looke lane
The village follows a nucleated pattern | ' e }{. : Mostly
on a plateau above the Bride Valley, with i (BT : ! f_@ bungalows
development formed by Church Street, -T-._.' | % . @ : -: and detached
Looke Lane, Clay Lane, and Rectory Lane. " el L. L w5 housing
The older core, marked by the church, e .""‘."u,,{\;._,,.._....-m
Manor House, and The Old Rectory, A ‘ -~ = ARG Y e S Subarea
. . . & | ol Ly -/ = divisions
contrasts with post-war housing at Napier 5 I a .-.1‘;’-.,‘ 7
Close and Springfield. ® / T i BEEG B Listed
L L IR SR buildings
There are 4 distinctive sub-areas within the LA
village which are mapped on Figure 05. Any Woodland
applications will need to take account of the
particular features of each of the sub-areas Water
and their designs. o
2
Om 200m r:'_:

Figure 05: Puncknowle village character area map.
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2.3.1 Puncknowle contextual analysis
Built form

The built form of Puncknowle reflects its
long history (supported by its Conservation
Area), with buildings of varying ages
distributed in distinct areas. The village

is centred on an older, mixed-style core,
where traditional cottages, stone houses,
and historic buildings are clustered
together in aloose but coherent pattern.
Around this centre, later expansion

after the 1960s created more modern
residential ‘enclaves’ on the village edges.
These newer areas are clearly different in
character, with their own layouts and house
designs, which contrast with the historic
central core. Despite these contrasts,

the overall structure of Puncknowle's
settlement pattern is spacious, with
houses often set in large plots separated
by gardens, boundaries, and open ground.

AECOM

The historic character of Puncknowle'’s
built form is further analysed in the
Conservation Area Appraisal.

Boundary treatment

Boundary treatments are mixed - low level
stone walls, timber fencing and vegetation
in the form of hedges are all common
across the village. Setbacks vary greatly,
ranging from extensive setbacks (Manor
House) where homes are shielded from
view to houses which front directly onto the
pavement (along Church Street).

Vegetation

Vegetation plays a major role in shaping the
appearance of the village. Puncknowle has
awooded and treed character, thanks to
belts of mature trees within private gardens
and in more communal areas such as the

churchyard. In addition, many individual
trees and smaller clusters are present
around homes and lanes.

Views

The layout of the village, combined with

its vegetation, creates both openness and
enclosure, allowing for dramatic outward
views. From the edges of Puncknowle there
are long vistas across the Bride Valley to
the north, which add to the sense of space
and connection with the wider landscape.
Within the village itself, views are more
filtered, with trees and buildings together
creating enclosed, intimate spaces.

13




Puncknowle opportunities and
constraints

Opportunities to enhance

Tree cover.
Orchards.

High quality building materials and
finishes.

Dark skies.

Views towards the countryside.

Threats from:

Loss of tree cover.

Over enlargement of buildings.

Excessive impermeable hard surfacing.

External light spill and glare.

Loss of important open gaps between
Puncknowle and Swyre.

AECOM

Figure 07: Example of traditional building
using high quality building materials.

Figure 08: Example of how gaps between
the building provide views towards the
countryside.

14




2.4 Swyre

Swyre is a small village set in a valley
formed by Beacon Knap to the west and
The Knoll to the east. The village adopts
a linear form along its main street, flanked
by fields and dry stone walls. The layout
is defined by its valley-side location
where short views are often contained.
Key features include the cluster around
the Parish Church, Manor Farm, and the
cohesive design of the Duke of Bedford
terraced cottages.

There are 3 distinctive sub-areas within

the village which are mapped on Figure 09.
The third sub-area is defined by two long-
established caravan sites that are untypical
of the rural area by their prominent position
and lack of structural planting. One site
offers static caravans, the other offers
lodges. Both are highly visible on the ridge
above the coastal grasslands, open to the
sea.

Any applications will need to take account
of the particular features of each of the sub-
areas in their designs.

AECOM

B3157
om 200m
™

HaZel Ln

Figure 09: Swyre village character area map.

0 Larger houses
of varying
ages

@ Cottagesand
small scale
terraced
development

@ Caravan sites
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Woodland
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2.4.1 Swyre contextual analysis
Built form

Swyre is a historic linear settlement with a
Conservation Area covering the majority
of the settlement. It is a much smaller

and more cohesive linear settlement,
primarily following the main road through
the village. Its built form is characterised by
a modest, small-scale pattern of houses
and cottages aligned along the roadside,
maintaining a traditional and harmonious
appearance. To the north and south ends
of the village, larger individual properties
have historically been developed. The
combination of its linear layout and
restrained size makes Swyre a visually
unified village, with clear continuity in scale
and settlement form.

AECOM

Boundary treatments

The smaller properties in Swyre have short
setbacks with many of them fronting directly
onto the road. Stone walling is the boundary
treatment that is synonymous with the
village, and it continues almost the whole
length of the development. This allows the
slightly winding road to form an interesting
streetscape.

Vegetation

Vegetation is a defining feature of Swyre's
southern end, where large gardens and
the village churchyard provide significant
tree cover. These mature trees and garden
spaces introduce a leafy character and
contrast with the tighter northern stretch
of the village. Away from the road, private

gardens and adjoining pastures also add
smaller-scale green elements, keeping
the settlement firmly embedded in its
landscape setting.

Views

Views within Swyre are relatively contained,
due to the enclosing valley setting in

which it lies. The rising land and vegetation
around the village restrict expansive
outward vistas, focusing attention on the
immediate built form and greenery. While
this containment contrasts with more open
neighbouring settlements, it gives Swyre
an intimate, visually enclosed atmosphere
that suits its small scale.

16




Swyre opportunities and constraints
Opportunities to enhance:

* (Green open space, particularly the
important space between Swyre and
Puncknowle.

* Speciesrich grassland.

« Treecover.

Threats from:

* Loss of important open gaps between Figure 10: Example of the streetscape on Swyre Road.
the villages.

* Loss of tree cover.

* Development of inappropriate scale.

Figure 11: Important open space between Swyre and Puncknowle.

AECOM 17




2.5 West Bexington @ . @ svvre

3 837
. _— . 5>
West Bexington stands out as a distinctive “ Road and
coastal village situated just behind Chesil Beach Road
Beach, known for its historic farmsteads, bungalows and
and a nature reserve. While Puncknowle e S, houses
. . . . - Z, z
and Swyrg lie more inland, the |n'clu15|on of o%@ \ 9 Historic core
West Bexington extends the parish's reach s S
to the dramatic Jurassic Coast. _ g @ Holiday
T . \\ N NI chalets
There are 3 distinctive sub-areas within the ‘g 7
village which are mapped on Figure 12. Any ok J - = Sub area
applications will need to take account of the ‘i’u"; divisions
particular features of each of the sub-areas W .
. . - i I Listed
and their designs. o
buildings
Woodland
Water

Figure 12: West Bexington village character area map.
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2.5.1 West Bexington contextual Boundary treatments much of West Bexington, there are long,
analysis . uninterrupted views southwards across the
Boundaries are usually formed by coastline and out to sea. These seaward-

Built form Ciijgﬁjcvc\;:gs]tirnett\)/\itt; fhr:(;tﬁ?olj;gmg facing vistas define the character of the
- : settlement, while east—-west views alon
The settlement of West Bexington is countryside. Unlike Puncknowle or Swyre, " L .
distinctly different from Puncknowle the coast further underline its openness
Yy dense tree belts or stone walls are less L . ,
Swvre. reflecting both its coastal L . , and maritime identity. This creates a

Of SWyre, J characteristic hers, giving the village a strong contrast with more contained inland
position and its more modern phases lighter, less enclosed feel. 9

villages that are enclosed by hills and

of development. Atits heart is a small .
vegetation.

traditional farmstead core. Around this, the ~ Vegetation
settlement has expanded in a linear fashion
with large, detached properties, often
featuring architectural details associated
with seaside styles, such as wide frontages
and more open plot layouts. Additional
character areas include a line of chalets

on the edge of the village and a number

of outlying settlements set apart fromthe  Views
main built form.

Vegetation in West Bexington is not

as dominant as in some other Bride
Valley villages. Individual trees are often
associated with gardens and dwellings,
adding vertical interest and a sense of
maturity.

The village's strongest visual aspect
comes from its coastal setting. From

AECOM 19




West Bexington opportunities and
constraints

Opportunities to enhance:
* Localised shelter.
* Speciesrich grassland.

* High quality building finishes and
details.

* Dark skies.

—

Threats from: Figure 13: View down Beach Road towards the English Channel, highlighting the
vegetation used for shelter.

* Loss of tree cover.

* Over enlargement of buildings.

* Highly reflective glazing and balconies.
* Excessive impermeable hard surfacing.

* External light spill and glare.

Figure 14: The species rich grassland Figure 15: The Manor House which display
surrounding West Bexington. high quality traditional materials.

AECOM 20




2.6 Outlying settlements

QOutside of the three main settlements,
there is a scattering of outlying
settlements within the NA.

The outlying settlements in the
Puncknowle and Swyre NA are
predominantly farm-related. There is

a mixture of farmsteads (most with no
connection to farming), dwellings, and

a few smallholdings reflecting the rural
character of the area. The farmland
provides the context for the villages and
outlying settlement but not the livelihood
for all.

2.6.1 Outlying settlements contextual
analysis

Built form

Scattered farmsteads and small clusters
of dwellings beyond the main villages
create a distinct character area of outlying
settlement. The built form consists

of a mixture of both traditional and
modern agricultural structures, including

AECOM

substantial stone-built barns and modern
concrete farm buildings. Residential
buildings range from modest stone-built
cottages to larger houses, which typically
sit well back from roads and tracks.
Dwellings are rarely visually prominent
and are generally limited to two storeys,
with associated outbuildings arranged
within spacious plots. The spacing, scale,
and siting of these buildings ensure that
they integrate closely with their rural
surroundings while retaining a sense of
separation from one another.

Boundary treatment

Boundaries are most frequently hedges,
consistent with the agricultural context,
stone walls are present around farmyards
and homesteads, adding to the sense of
tradition and permanence.

Vegetation

Vegetation reinforces the rural and
somewhat secluded character of these
scattered settlements. Dwellings are
often surrounded by tree belts or shelter

planting, with small woods and traditional
orchards commonly found nearby. These
features provide both functional protection
and strong visual softening, helping to
anchor buildings into the landscape.

Views

Views around these dispersed hamlets

and buildings are varied, being shaped by
gentle topography and the extent of tree
cover. As a result, most outward views are
short and enclosed, reinforcing an intimate,
secluded quality. This contrasts markedly
with the broad vistas found at Puncknowle
and West Bexington, highlighting the
diversity of the wider landscape setting.

21




Outlying settlements opportunities and
constraints

Opportunities to enhance:
* Shelter and tree cover.

* Retain agricultural character of farm
related buildings.

Threats from:

e Loss of hedgerows and trees. M . AR

o

* Fencing. Figure 16: Large detached houses on Rectory Lane with heavy vegetation acting as

. Excessive impermeable hard surfacing. shelter and creating an element of privacy.

Figure 18: Private house, cottages and farm
buidlings on Bredy Road

e =

Figure 17: Looke House.

AECOM 22




Design Guides




3. Design Guides

This section sets out the design
guides for high quality required
of future development in the
NA. This Design Guide is a part
of the Neighbourhood Plan, and
supplements local and national
planning policy and guidance on
design.

3.1 Design Guide themes

This section identifies design guides for any

kind of development in the neighbourhood
area including both extensions and new
builds.

Some of the design guides is ‘general’ and
to be applied in the same way anywhere

in the parish. Other guidance topics are
specific to the individual character areas
within the NA to ensure that their character
and individuality is preserved with future
development. In addition, each topic points
readers in the direction of NP policies that
are relevant to that topic area.

AECOM

A:Rural built form

B: Sustainability

A1 - Countryside views and vistas

A2 - Tree planting and green infrastructure

A3 - Landscape setting and settlement edge

A4 - Building style
A5 - Architectural materials and details

A6 - Extensions and balconies

A7 - Re-purposing of rural types

A8 - Enclosure and boundary treatments
A9 - Plot layout

A10 - Parking

B1 - Permeable paving

B2 - SuDS

B3 - Water and slow release

B4 - Sustainable construction and eco-
friendly features

B5 - Biodiversity

Table 02: Design Guide topic table.

General

General and Character Area
specific

General and Character Area
specific

Character Area specific

General and Character Area
specific

General
General
Character Area specific
Character Area specific
General
General
General
General

General

General

24




3.2 Rural built form

Relevant NP policies - PSNPO7 Important local views

A1: Countryside/ coastline views coastline and long views out of the

and vistas settlement; and

» Create short-distance views broken
by buildings, trees or landmarks.
Where possible orientate buildings
to maximise the opportunities for
memorable views and visual con-
nectivity.

General

Views and vistas of the countryside
and coastline, both to and from the
villages and landmarks of the parish,
are integral to the parish’s distinctive
landscape and historic character.

The following principles should be con-
sidered by development:

* Ensure the scale and design of de-
velopment, and including landscape
screening where appropriate, is not
visually intrusive;

* Respect the existing elements
of the villages by protecting and
enhancing the setting and views
of notable and listed buildings and
features;

* Maintain existing visual connections
to the surrounding countryside and

Figure 19: Long distance view of the
countryside from Lytton Close.

AECOM 25




Relevant NP policies — PSNP02 Woodland, trees and orchards, PSNP0O5 Green

infrastructure and farmland

A2: Tree planting and green
infrastructure

General

The abundance of trees is one of the
parish’'s greatest assets. The following
guidelines focus on the design aspects
and appearance of planting and trees
in private gardens as well as public
open spaces and streets.

* Alltrees and important hedgerows
should be retained, incorporating
them into the new landscape de-
sign and using them as accents and
landmarks, where appropriate;

* New development should consider
canopy size when locating trees; re-
ducing the overall number of trees
but increasing the size of trees is
likely to have the greatest positive
long-term impact;

* New trees should be integrated into
the design of new developments
from the outset rather than left as

AECOM

an afterthought to avoid conflicts
with above- and below-ground utili-
ties; and

To ensure resilience and increase
visual interest, a variety of tree
species is preferred over a single
one. Tree species should be chosen
to reflect the prevailing character of
the landscape, soil conditions and
the associated mix of native spe-
cies, but should also have regard

to climate change, environmental/
habitat benefits, size at maturity and
ornamental qualities.

Figure 20: Street trees alongside Church
Street.

Puncknowle

* Substantial tree planting should be
provided in front and rear gardens
of new housing developments.

* Existing trees and associated plant-
ing should be retained.

26




A

Figure 21: Stone walls and hedgerows
running down Swyre Road.

Swyre

* Substantial tree planting should be
provided in front and rear gardens
of any developments.

» Trees and hedgerows that run along
Swyre Road, the Coast Road and
from boundaries between private
land and farmland should be pre-
served as they are a key part of the
villages character.

AECOM

Figure 22: [ ow stone wall and subtle
vegetation.

West Bexington

New developments should consid-
er using native and coastal scrub
and tree species typical of West
Bexington.

Figure 23: Image showing dense vegetation
and mature tree planting on Bredy Road.

Outlying settlements

* Substantial tree planting should be
provided in association with dwell-
ings in these areas to shelter them
from strong winds.

* Mixed native hedges with hedgerow
trees should be planted to create
shelter and privacy whilst retaining
existing important local views.

27




Relevant NP policies - PSNPO1 Landscape features and biodiversity, PSNP04 Track and field sys-tems, hedgerows and stone
features, PSNPO5 Green infrastructure and farmland

A3: Landscape setting and
settlement edge

General

The NA features well preserved im-
portant open gaps between villag-
es, hedgerows, pastures and arable
fields, with long views towards the
coast and inland to the chalk ridge.
These features play a significant role
in shaping how the built up area inter-
acts with the surrounding country-
side. The following guidance will help
ensure that this continues.

* Abrupt edges with minimal vege-
tation or open landscaping at the
development's perimeter should
be avoided. Most houses allow
views out across the countryside
but mark some boundaries with a
hedge, wall or trees, still allowing
views out. It does vary with the age
and size of the property. In addi-
tion, most of the existing built envi-

AECOM

ronment within the parish upholds
and maintains this feature, as
numerous properties have gener-
ously sized rear gardens surround-
ed by sizable trees and abundant
vegetation; and

Any new development must re-
spect the preservation of the
important open gaps.

Wi

Figure 24: L ow wall and hedgerows on the
edge of Puncknowle.

Puncknowle

The following features are important

to the character of Puncknowle set-

tlement edge and therefore should be

respected by any future development:

* Hedges and hedgerows with trees.

* Drystone walls.

* Small scale species-rich pastures
and grassland.

* |mportant ‘green break’ of farmland
between Puncknowle and Swyre.

* Long distant views.

28




Figure 25: Mature hedges and farmland on
the edge of Swyre.

Swyre
The following features are important
to the character of Swyre settlement

edge and therefore should be respect-

ed by any future development:

* Stone walls, hedges with trees.

* Species rich pastures and wide
grass verges surrounding the vil-
lage and in gardens.

* Important open gaps of farmland
between Puncknowle and Swyre

and between Swyre and West Bex-

ington.

AECOM

Figure 26: Holiday chalets fronting onto
Chesil Beach.

West Bexington

The following features are important to

the character of West Bexington set-

tlement edge and therefore should be
respected by any future development:

* Hedges and stone walls.

* Species rich pastures, coastal hab-
itats and wetlands surrounding the
village.

* |Important open gaps of farmland
between West Bexington and
Swyre.

* Long distance views.

Figure 27: View showing the edge features
of Looke Farm.

Outlying settlements

The individual outlying settlements
are surrounded by gardens, farm-
land and/or woodland. This creates
the rural feel to the character area
and a feature that any new develop-
ment should not ignore.

Long distance views should be pre-
served by future development.

29




Relevant NP policies —PSNP10 Local economy, PSNP12 Housing development

A4: Building style

One of the characteristics of the par-
ish is the vibrant mix of building types.

Puncknowle

Puncknowle has a mix of detached,
semi-detached, terraced and bunga-
low houses. The historic core has a
range of older styles and sizes re-
flecting the long history of the village. e 2

In this area the houses are predomi- Figure 28: Typical building in the Historic Figure 30: Typical building in the modern
nantly large detached with extensive Core sub area. eastes sub area.

grounds, or small semi-detached
cottages which create a sense of en-
closure. More recent building is large-
ly in pockets by type and all medium
scale, with a maximum of two storeys
in height.

* Future development should reflect
the scale and style of those prop-
erties adjacent with refrence to
the details of the sub-area that it
sits within.

Figure 29: Typical detached house in the Figure 31: Detached bungalow with pitched
Hoopers and Looke Lane sub area. roof in sub area 4.
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Swyre

There is a mix of detached, semi-de-
tached and terraced housing in Swyre.
It is divided into two distinctive areas
of building types: one characterised by
small-scale, two-storey dwellings set
prominently along the road frontage,
presenting a consistent streetscape.
In contrast, another area is notable for
larger, traditional stone properties that
form the largely historic core of the
village.

* Future development should reflect
the scale and style of those prop-
erties adjacent with refrence to
the details of the sub-area that it
sits within.

AECOM

& (5] e — )
Figure 32: Typical building type in the Cottages and small scale terraced development sub
area.

Figure 34: Swyre Caravan sites sub area
which is a built form anomaly in Swyre.

Figure 33: Traditional barn buildings in the
Historic farming core sub area
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West Bexington

West Bexington's settlement is marked
by a historic core of stone buildings
that reflect its long-standing rural
heritage. Along the sea front, there is a
small area of traditional timber chalets
offering a distinctive coastal character.

Elsewhere, the properties vary in scale,
ranging from small to large detached
homes, arranged in a spacious layout
that complements the open, natural
landscape of the area.

* Future development should reflect
the scale and style of the proper-
ties typical of the sub-area that it
sits within.

Ly

&

Figure 35: Buildings that are typical of the Figure 37: Typical buildingr in the bungalow
Swyre beach road sub area. chalets sub area.

AECOM 32




Outlying settlements

The scattered buildings in the NA are
typically detached and in many cases
associated to a farmstead. They are
often large scale buildings, however
rarely taller than two storeys in height.

* Future development should be of
an appropriate scale and materials
that are described in the character ] _ N Dl
area description and not take away  Figure 38: Modbury Farmhouse and Figure 40: Large thatched detached house
from the rural feel of the surround- Farmshop. on Litton Lane.
ing landscape.

I

. g
Figure 3
House.

Al

9: Farm related buildings at Looke Figure 41: Sea Fret House on the B3157.
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Architecture features
Ab5: Architectural details and

materials Outlying

settlements

Puncknowle Swyre West Bexington

Future constructions must demon- Roof
strate respect for lelX|st|ng arphltec— Pitched roof " " " "
tural styles and utilise materials that
. . Gabled roof X X X X
are considerate of those employed in Hiooed roof ; «
nearby residences. Buildings across bpedroo X
the different character areas should That_Ched roof X X X
use the architectural details detailed Windows
in Table 03 as well as the traditional Casement X X X x
materials detailed in Table 04. windows
Sash windows X X X X
Fenestration
X X X
surrounds
Other details
Quoins X X X
Parapet wall X X

Table 03: Desirable architectural features in the villages and the outlying settlements
within the NA.
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Traditional materials

Puncknowle Swyre West Bexington Outlying
settlements
Roofing
Slate tiles X X X X
Clay tiles X X X X
Diamond tiles X
Thatched roof X X X X
Facades
Stone wall X X X X
Render X X
Cladding X
Timber X X X
Brick wall X
Boundaries
Stone walls X X X X
Hedges X X X X
Trees X X X
Table 04: Traditional materials in the villages and the outlying settlements within the NA. Figure 42: Example of some of the

materials in Table 04.
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Relevant NP policies — PSNP09 Heritage assets, PSNP12 Housing development

AG6: Extensions

General

Whilst first referring and adhering to
NP policy 9 for extensions and balco-
nies, developers should adhere to the
following guidance to maintain char-
acter:

* Many household extensions are
covered by permitted develop-
ment rights and therefore do not
need planning permission;

* The original building should re-
main the dominant element of the
property regardless of the scale or
number of extensions. The newly
built extension should not over-
whelm the building from any given
viewpoint; and

* Extensions should not resultina
significant loss to the privacy of
the surrounding dwellings.
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I, \I I,
1 1 1
1 1 1
! I 1 Good example for side extensions,
] 11 respecting existing building scale,
| I 1 massing and building line.
i Lo
1 1 1
1 1 1
1 1 1
1 1 1
1 1 1
1 1 1
1 1 1
i Lo
I Loft conversion  Loft conversion  Loft conversion .
1 incorporating incorporating incorporating a o
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! window rhythmor 1 1
| frequency. o

Figure 43: Indicative diagram showing different types of building extensions.




Relevant NP policies — PSNPQ9 Heritage assets, PSNP10 Local economy

A7: Re-purposing rural buildings

General

The parish's rural legacy is evident
through the good number of historic
farmhouses and barns spread across
the area. Many of these structures will
provide opportunities for modification
and reuse.

Extensions should be designed to an
appropriate scale and be secondary
to the original building. As well as this
detailing and materials should be in
keeping with that of the host building.

Future conversions and modifications
will be controlled by the following
guides:

* External additions should be sub-
ordinate in scale to the original or
primary form of the building.

* Extensions should be designed to
match or complement the existing
facade material of the structure.
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Modifications must retain evi-
dence of a structure’s previous
use where possible.

Modifications must respect or en-
hance the appearance of the origi-
nal building and the wider scene.
External add-ons should be de-
signed unobtrusively or fitting
with the surrounding context and
should not detract from the sur-
rounding character.

Security systems, external lighting
and satellite additions should be
placed discretely to minimise their
impact on the street scene.

Domestic add-ons such
as chimneys and porch-
es should be of appro-
priate proportions and
placement.

.

etain existing
openings, in particular
big openings such as
wagon doors.

Integrate PV pan-
els into the roof, if
required.

Avoid extensions. If included, they
should be simple and respectful with the

Use existing or
reclaimed materi-
alin a vernacular
pattern.

Use brick or stone
boundary walls. Do not
make additional breaks
inthem.

Figure 44: Indicative diagram and principles

for barn conversions.
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A8: Enclosure and boundary
treatment

Clearly defined spaces help in achiev-
ing a cohesive and attractive built
form. They also create an appropriate
sense of enclosure. Enclosure de-
scribes the relationship between a
given space and the vertical boundary
elements, whether that be building
facades or vegetation. The enclosure
level of new developments should
reflect that of their surrounding built
environment.

Locally distinctive landscape features
and planting, such as low wall bound-
ary and hedges of native species
should be used in new development
to define boundaries. Any material
that is not in keeping with the local
character should be avoided.
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Each village within the NA has a dif-
ferent level of enclosure that in some
cases varies throughout creating an
interesting feel to the streets. De-
velopment should reflect the level of
enclosure shown by existing develop-
ment that surrounds the site.

Church Street.

Puncknowle

In Puncknowle there are different
levels of enclosure which creates an
interesting streetscape. One example
of this is along Church Street where
on the south side vegetation and
high walls creates a feeling of enclo-
sure which opens up into the historic
centre of Puncknowle projecting a
sense of arrival. In the more recent
developments and on the edge of the
village there is a more open feel to the
streetscape.
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Figure 46: Stone walls on the boundary of
buildings with moderate set backs.

Swyre

In Swyre the smaller buildings have
short setbacks from the road. This
combined with tall hedgerows, stone
walls and, in places, overhanging trees
creates an enclosed feel to Swyre
Road. The north edge of the village
has a much more open feel to it which
creates a sense of arrival when enter-
ing the village. Contrastingly, from the
south there is an area of dense mature
trees and tall stone walls creating a
very enclosed feel.
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Figure 47: Low stones walls defining the
boundary of a property that is well set back.

West Bexington

In West Bexington, due to the larg-

er building setbacks, and therefore
more common instances of large
front gardens and grass verges. The
village displays a very open form with
low enclosure from both buildings and
vegetation, with long distance views
across the village.

Figure 48: Mature trees and hedgerows on
the boundary creating an enclosed feel.

Outlying settlements

The Outlying settlements in the NA
have different levels of enclosure. While
some of them have wide open views
across the countryside, there are oth-
ers that are in an area that is enclosed
by dense vegetation and woodland.

In some cases, farmsteads such as
Looke House, are enclosed by its asso-
ciated farm buildings.
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Relevant NP policies - PSNPO1 Landscape features and biodiversity, PSNPO7
Important local views

A9 - Plot layout

Throughout the neighbourhood area
the plots are defined by building set-

backs, varying in depth. The buildings —
themselves are typically generous |y
in size and tend to have large private 7 0 B e —

gardens, some of which also have off-
street car parking.
Figure 49: Typical plot layout on Church Figure 50: Typical linear plot layout in

In the villages there is more of a uni- Street in Puncknowle Swyre.

form layout where buildings often

front onto the street creating an ele- Puncknowle Swyre

ment of overlooking onto the street,

whereas in the more rural parts of « Any development in the historic « Any new development in Swyre

the NA properties are orientatedin a core of Puncknowle should be laid should face onto the road, and

more irregular manner. out with the frontage of the proper- exhibit a similar setback the prop-
ty tight to the roadside. In the outer erties adjacent, retaining the areas

These features, along with the grass areas of the village properties and rural linear character.

verges and street trees contribute to

_ bungalows set back from road and
the rural village character of the area.

therefore further development of
this sort will be acceptable in these
parts of the village.
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Figure 51: Example showing properties with  Figure 52: Example showing buildings with
a non uniform layout in a farmstead.

large front gardens in West Bexington.

West Bexington

New development should face onto
the road to preserve natural sur-
veillance and the linear character of
West Bexington.

Buildings should be well set back
within the plot with generous front
gardens and on-plot car parking.
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Outlying settlements

Dwellings are often set back with
long drives or in the case of farms,
organised in a courtyard layout. Any
future development should follow
these rural layout patterns already
exhibited to retain the rural coun-
tryside feel of the outer areas of the
neighbourhood area.

41




Relevant NP policies — PSNP10 Local economy, PSNP11 Sustainable construction

A10: Parking
General

Due to the remote location of the NA,
the demand for private cars and car
parking remains high. Car parking
typologies across villages include on-
plot parking (front and side), on-street
parking, and garages. Therefore, the
design guides will focus on the pre-
vailing typologies.

On-plot parking

* On-plot parking should be suffi-
cient to the local residents’ needs
to avoid issues of parking over-
flow along the narrow rural lanes.
The level of car parking provision
should be in accordance with cur-
rent District guidance.

* Asageneralrule, a third of the
front garden space should be ded-
icated to parting, while two-thirds
of the front garden should remain

AECOM

as green space.
Parking should be well integrated
into design so as not to domi-
nate the public realm. Especially,
high-quality and well-designed
soft landscaping, hedges, hedge-
rows, and trees, should be used to
increase the visual appeal of the
parking, at the same time increas-
ing local biodiversity and enhanc-
ing the natural character of the
Parish.

Garages

Garages should not dominate the
appearance of dwellings and must
not reduce the amount of active
frontage to the street.

The design of any garage enclo-
sure should integrate well with the
surroundings in terms of visual and
physical impact.

Front garden should
be sensitive to the
local context.

Side parking should
allow minimum of 5.

Figure 53: Anillustrative diagram showing
the indicative layout of on-plot parking.

The minimum
internal
dimensions of a
garage should be
mx4m

m

Figure 54: lllustrative diagram showing
recommended measurements of garage
parking.
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3.3 Sustainable design

Dorset Council requires a statement outlining how sustainable design and construction principles have been
integrated. This should include measures to reduce energy consumption and carbon emissions, minimise
waste and enhance recycling efforts, conserve water resources, incorporate green infrastructure and
sustainable drainage systems, mitigate pollution, prioritise the use of sustainable materials, and ensure
adaptability to climate change. The design guides in this section will help development in the NA address all of
the above issues.

Figure 55: View across the countryside towards West Bexington and the coast.

AECOM 43




Relevant NP policies — PSNPO3 Watercourses, PSNP11 Sustainable construction,
PSNP14 Flood risk

B1: Permeable paving « BS 7533-13:2009 Pavements con-
structed with clay, natural stone or
concrete pavers; and

* Guidance on the Permeable Sur-
facing of Front Gardens.

Permeable paving
General

It is recommended that the majority
of the unbuilt areas in the plot (i.e.
gardens) are permeable by means

of landscape such as grass or earth
as well as permeable and filtrating
pavements. As a rule of thumb the %
permeable area should be between
30% to 70% of the unbuilt areas.
Permeable pavement must also com-
ply with:

Stored water

Permavoid
units

. ,Storagetank
* Regulations, standards, and guide- : : : . open graded bedding
lines relevant to permeable paving * e’
and sustainable drainage are listed Sele permeable paving
below: ol
* Sustainable Drainage Systems - - .J’

non-statutory technical standards
for sustainable drainage systems;
* The SuDS Manual (C753);
* BS 8582:2013 Guide of practice
for surface water management for
development sites;

open graded base

drainage pipe
(optional)

Figure 56: iagrams illustrating the
functioning of a soakaway.
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Relevant NP policies — PSNPO3 Watercourses, PSNP11 Sustainable construction,

PSNP14 Flood risk

B2: SuDS

General

It is a general consensus that the risk
of flooding is a major concern in the
NA and the majority of the residents
would want to see the introduction of
some sustainable drainage systems,
known as SuDS.

The most effective type or design of
SuDS would depend on site-specific
conditions such as underlying ground
conditions, infiltration rate, slope, or
presence of ground contamination.
However, a number of overarching
principles that could be applied in new
development are:

* Manage surface water as close to
where it originates as possible;

* Reduce runoff rates by facilitating
infiltration into the ground or by
providing attenuation that stores
water to help slow its flow down;

AECOM

Improve water quality by filtering
pollutants to help avoid environ-
mental contamination;

Integrate into development and
improve amenity through early
consideration in the development
process and good design;

SuDS are often also important in
areas that are not directly in an
area of flood risk themselves, as
they can help reduce downstream
flood risk by storing water up-
stream;

Some of the most effective SuDS
are vegetated, using natural pro-
cesses to slow and clean the
water, whilst increasing the bio-
diversity value of the area. Tree
and hedge planting would be both
character and effective in this NA,
and

Best practice SuDS schemes link
the water cycle to make the most
efficient use of water resources by
reusing surface water.

Ll s : .
Figure 57: Example of SuDS desig

ned as a

public amenity and integrated into the public
realm, Stokholm.

Figure 58: Example of a tailing pond that

has been integrated as part of a new
development elsewhere in the UK.
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Relevant NP policies — PSNPO3 Watercourses, PSNP11 Sustainable construction,
PSNP14 Flood risk

B3: Water and slow release R

General

Simple storage solutions, such as wa-
ter butts, can help provide significant
attenuation. However, other solutions
can also include underground tanks
or alternatively overground gravity
fed rainwater systems that can have
multiple application areas like toilets,
washing, irrigation. In general, some

design guides to well integrate water \"\..y | & R g
il i =~ [EZ GREVWATER

OPTIONAL:

TO DRINKING WATER
TREATMENT
(UV/CARBON
FILTER)

FILTERED WATER

storage systems are:

* Consider any solution prior to
design to appropriately integrate
them into the vision;

* Conceal tanks by cladding them in
complementary materials;

* Use attractive materials or finish-
ing for pipes; and

* Combine landscape/planters with ’E

GREYWATER
water capture systems. TANK

HOSE BIBB /
IRRIGATION

IRRIGATION

Figure 59: Diagram illustrating rainwater harvesting systems that could be integrated into
open space and residential developments.
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Relevant NP policies — PSNP11 Sustainable construction, PSNP12 Housing

development

B4: Sustainable construction and
eco-friendly feaures

General

Buildings contribute almost half (46%)
of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions in
the UK. The government has set rigor-
ous targets for the reduction of CO2
emissions and minimising fossil fuel
energy use.

Given the acknowledged urgency of
responding to climate change a uni-
versal commitment needs to be made
by communities and developers to
achieve carbon net zero by designing
houses and environments that would
be adaptable to the climate.

The NP aspires to have a positive
impact to the environment. Any future
development should aim to minimise
energy use and contribute to biodi-
versity.

AECOM

There are a good number of energy
efficient technologies that could be
incorporated in buildings. The use of
such principles and design tools is
strongly encouraged to futureproof
buildings and avoid the necessity of
retrofitting.

Energy efficient or eco design com-
bines all around energy efficient appli-
ances and lighting with commercially
available renewable energy systems,
such as solar panels for electricity
generation and/or water heating.

Figure 60 features an array of sus-
tainable design features, where the
top ones are strongly encouraged to
be implemented into existing homes,
while those on the bottom show addi-
tional features that new build homes
should be encouraged to incorporate
from the onset.

Lifetime homes

The fastest route to building a func-
tional, supportive, neighbourly com-
munity is to build homes that people
can and want to live in for most of
their lives instead of having to move
every time domestic circumstances
change.

‘Lifetime" homes means designing in
the flexibility and adaptability need-
ed to allow for easy incorporation of
wheelchair accessibility, addition/
removal of internal walls, and ease of
extension - both vertically and hori-
zontally. This is particularly important
for the aged, infirm or expanding/con-
tracting families who may be depen-
dent on nearby friends and family for
emotional and physical support.
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Building fabric - thermal mass

Thermal mass describes the ability of
a material to absorb, store and release
heat energy. Thermal mass can be
used to even out variations in internal
and external conditions, absorbing
heat as temperatures rise and releas-
ing it as they fall. Thermal mass can
be used to store high thermal loads by
absorbing heat introduced by external
conditions, such as solar radiation,

or by internal sources such as ap-
pliances and lighting, to be released
when conditions are cooler. This can
be beneficial both during the summer
and the winter.

Thermal storage in construction
elements can be provided, such as a
trombe wall placed in front of a south
facing window or concrete floor slabs
that will absorb solar radiation and
then slowly re-release it into the en-
closed space. Mass can be combined
with suitable ventilation strategies.
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Insulation

Thermal insulation can be provided
for any wall or roof on the exterior of a
building to prevent heat loss. Partic-
ular attention should be paid to heat
bridges around corners and openings
at the design stage. Provide acoustic
insulation to prevent the transmission
of sound between active (i.e. living
room) and passive spaces (i.e. bed-
room). Provide insulation and electri-
cal insulation to prevent the passage
of fire between spaces or compo-
nents and to contain and separate
electrical conductors.

Airtightness

Airtight constructions help reduce
heat loss, improving comfort and pro-
tecting the building fabric.

An airtight layer should be formed in
the floor, walls and roof. Doors, win-
dows and roof lights to the adjacent
walls or roof should be sealed. Inter-

faces between walls, the floor and
between walls and the roof, including
around the perimeter of any interme-
diate floor should be linked. Water

pipes and soil pipes, ventilation ducts,

incoming water, gas, oil, electricity,
data and district heating, chimneys
and flues, including air supplies to
wood burning stoves, connections
to external services, such as entry
phones, outside lights, external taps
and sockets, security cameras and

satellite dishes should be considered.

Construction waste

As part of the environmental
management system it is important
that the waste generated during
construction is minimised, reused
within the site or recycled. Developers
should plan to re-use materials by
detailing their intentions for waste
minimisation and re-use in Site Waste
Management Plans.
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Figure 60: Diagram showing low-carbon
homes.
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Existing homes

o m Insulation

e Double or triple
glazing with
shading

@, m Low- carbon

heating

Additional features for
new build homes

High levels of
airtightness

. Triple glazed

" windows
and external
shading

r]] Low-carbon
=+ heating

More fresh air

Draught proofing g Freen Eﬂace
e.g. gardens

and trees)
Highly energy-
efficient
appliances Flood resilience
o E and resistance
Highly waste-
efficient devices
Water - Solar panel
management

and cooling
Electric car
charging point
Flood
resilience and
resistance

Construction
and site
planning
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Relevant NP policies — PSNPO1 Landscape features and biodiversity, PSNPO3 Watercourses, PSNP0O5 Green infrastructure and
farmland, PSNP10 Local economy, PSNP11 Sustainable con-struction, PSNP12 Housing development

B5: Biodiversity

General

The opportunity to avoid dangerous

levels of global heating is closing and

action is required swiftly at all levels
from the international to the individu-
al. Biodiversity could be highly affect-
ed and therefore new development
should prioritise its enhancement
through design. Some design guides
are:

* Biodiversity and woodlands should
be protected and enhanced.

* New development proposals
should aim for the creation of new
habitats and wildlife corridors, e.g.
by aligning back and front gardens
or installing bird boxes or bricks in
walls;

* (Gardens and boundary treatments
should be designed to allow the
movement of wildlife and provide
habitat for local species. For that
reason, rich vegetation and planta-
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tion is suggested;

Water features can also contribute
to biodiversity connectivity. There-
fore, the existing ditches and lakes
should be considered in design
proposals when planning for wild-
life corridors; and

All areas of biodiversity that re-
quire further planting/ enhance-
ment should be planted before
start of construction.

Innovations such as swift bricks
could be used to encourage nest-
ing within the built environment.

Figure 61: Example of a structure being
used as a frog habitat corridor.

Figure 62: Water feature in West Bexington.
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4. Checklist

This checklist highlights key principles outlined in the design guides to aid councilors and developers in
protecting the parish’s distinctive character, landscape, and sustainability through new development.

Overall character

O Ensure that any development re-
flects the overall character of the
sub-area / part of the parish that it
finds itself in.

0 Respect the historic characteris-
tics of the Conservation Areas in
Puncknowle and Swyre.

Countryside views and vistas

0 Ensure development scale and
design are visually unobtrusive.

0 Protect and enhance views of
notable/listed buildings and land-
marks.

0 Maintain visual connections to
countryside and coastline.

O Create short views using buildings,
trees, or landmarks.

O Orient buildings to maximise mem-
orable views.
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Tree planting and green infrastruc-
ture

[0 Retain all important trees and
hedgerows; integrate into design.
Ensure that fewer, larger trees are
used for long-term impact.
Coordinate tree planting with utili-
ties from the start.

Provide varied, native species suit-
ed to local conditions and climate
change.

O O O

Landscape setting and settlement

edge

0 Avoid abrupt, open edges; use
hedges, walls, or trees for bound-
aries.

O Maintain important open gaps
between villages and fields.

[0 Respect generous gardens and
existing vegetation at settlement
edges.

Building style
[0 Match scale and style of adjacent
properties by sub-area.

Architectural materials and details

[0 Ensure the use of appropriate tra-
ditional materials and details (see
tables in guide).

Extensions and balconies

[0 Ensure that the original building
that remain dominant.

0 Follow NP Policy for permitted
development.

Re-purposing of rural types

[0 Ensure that extensions are subor-
dinate to original building in scale
and style.

[J Retain evidence of previous use,
enhance character and setting.

[0 Ensure discreet placement of se-
curity, lighting, antennae.
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Enclosure and boundary treat-

ments

O Reflectlocal enclosure levels
(walls, hedges, native planting).

O Avoid materials out of character
with local setting.

Plot Layout

O refelct appropriate building set-
backs and garden sizes.

O Ensure that village buildings front
the street; rural buildings frontag-
es may be irregular.

LI Preserve grass verges and street
trees for village character.

Parking

I Provide sufficient on-plot parking
to avoid street overflow.

O Integrate landscaping around
parking spaces for visual appeal
and biodiversity.

[0 Ensure garages do not dominate
frontage or reduce street activity.
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Permeable paving, slow relaese
and SuDS
O Use permeable landscaping/pave-

ments for 30—-70% of unbuilt areas.

O Implement SuDS to manage run-
off, improve water quality, and
increase biodiversity.

L Integrate water storage discreetly
with landscaping.

Sustainable construction and

eco-friendly features

O Design for carbon net zero; mini-
mise energy use in buildings.

0 Incorporate renewable energy and
energy-efficient appliances from
start.

0 Support sustainble construction
methods and materials.

O Support lifetime homes design for
adaptability and accessibility.

Biodiversity
O Protect and enhance existing
woodlands and habitats.

O Create wildlife corridors and en-
courage nesting (bird boxes, swift
bricks).

O Design gardens and boundaries
for wildlife movement.

LI Prioritise planting before con-
struction begins.
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